The Official Newsletter of the

PHILIPPINE LIBRARIANS ASSOCIATION, INC.
January - December 2016

From the President

Prof. Tarlit is the PRC
Outstanding Librarian
for 2016 (p. 2)
1st Philippine
Librarians’ Summit Held
in Manila (p. 3)
PLAI 10-Point Action
Agenda for the Library
Profession (p. 4)
Maiden Issue of PLAI
Journal is Out (p. 4)
Manila Hosts First
Global IFLA BSLA
Meeting (p. 5)
President Lapuz
Qualifies for IFLA
International Leaders
Programme (p. 6)
Filipino Librarians
Attend IFLA WLIC
2016 (p. 7)
The Man and Librarian
that Atty. Santos Was
(p. 8)
PLAI National Congress
2015: Experiences and
Insights (p. 9)
National Book Week
2016 (p. 10)
Regional News (p. 11)

www.plai.org.ph

T

he Philippine Librarians Association, Inc. (PLAI), the only
Philippine Regulation Commission (PRC) Accredited
Professional Organization (APO) has always pushed for
the welfare of librarians and information professionals in
the country. Only a few years from now, seven years to be exact,
we shall be celebrating our centennial year as an association and I
would like to believe that albeit all the setbacks and challenges of the
many past decades, libraries continue to be of great importance as
knowledge base of communities and a key player in the economic,
social and environmental development of our country. I also
believe that now is the most opportune time to be a librarian and
information professional. The librarian’s role in helping people find
facts, figures, and other information in various sources and formats
can never be totally overshadowed by electronic means. Still, our
foremost obligation is to meet the information and reading needs
of our patrons.

CONTENTS

At the beginning of this year, PLAI finalized the program for the conduct of the First Librarians’ Summit
in Manila. As the planning progressed, and as more issues and concerns were identified to be worthy of
inclusion in the discussions and presentations during the summit, it was made clear that the profession is
indeed continuing its dynamism and development, and that librarians are willing to take part. Of the issues
and concerns raised in the summit, PLAI identified specific and truly important concerns, deserving of
immediate attention. These pressing issues and concerns were consolidated into PLAI’s 10-Point Agenda,
meant to provide the leverage on PLAI’s future program planning and advocacies.
The International Federation of Library Association (IFLA) recognizes the Library as the only place in
many communities where people can access information that will help improve their education, develop
new skills, find jobs, build businesses, make informed decisions, or gain insights into environmental issues.
The library had always played a unique role in providing access to information in all formats and planned
for services and programmes that meet the information needs in this changing and complex society. This
is clearly recognized by PLAI and is given emphasis in this year’s Congress theme “Library as a Place:
Continual Learning in Changing Information Landscape” which delves into the changing views on
information from the library. It also looks at the needs of the users as the driving force to re-think and redesign the library’s roles, functions and services beyond the traditional means especially now that libraries
are regarded as part of a hub of networked learning spaces within the campus or in a community. Papers
submitted for presentation focused on the concept of “Library as a place” and the different strategies needed
to transform libraries as a “Third Place.” The main objective is to give recognition to the role of libraries as
agents of development by implementing formal, informal and lifelong learning programs. Participants to
the congress can expect to acquire new and shared ideas on how libraries can improve their facilities, create
new programs, develop collections, and upgrade their services to meet the changing information needs
of multi-sectoral society as well as on how libraries can work effectively with stakeholders of society to
develop, deliver, and sustain programs, services and access to accurate and verifiable information.
There are still a lot of things to be done. PLAI, as an organization that continues to foster professional
growth and at the same time push for the library’s role in nation building, shall need all the support it can
get through the active and sustained participation of members. I enjoin all the librarians in the country
to become involved with the regional and national programs and activities of PLAI and contribute to the
association’s plan of action and advocacies. Let us all do our share in creating and making the change that
we all aspire for.
Mabuhay ang PLAI!
Mabuhay ang mga Pilipinong librarians!
									Elvira B. Lapuz

page | 1

The Official Newsletter of PLAI

Prof. Tarlit is the PRC Outstanding
Librarian for 2016

M

r. Rodolfo Y. Tarlit is an accomplished
He earned his Bachelor of Arts (History) degree
professional with close to 45 years of
in 1971 and his Master of Library Science in
dedicated service to librarianship. He is
1986, both from UP Diliman. He added to his
a teacher, library practitioner, professional and civic
academic qualifications by completing the Postleader with unquestionable
Graduate
Training
competence and integrity.
Course for Science and
He has held professional
Information Specialists
librarian positions for
in Southeast Asia in
more than 40 years at
1983. He is a Colombo
the University of the
Plan Fellow and had his
Philippines (UP) Library
training at the National
capping it with being the
Archives of Malaysia
University Librarian from
and also a recipient
2011 to 2014. Considered
of the Ford Mellon
a guru in cataloging
Grant that enabled
and
organization
of
him to participate
library resources, he has
in the International
contributed significantly
Conference
on
in library and information
Bibliographic Databases
science education. He has
and Networks held in
imparted his knowledge
New Delhi, India.
and expertise in both
the undergraduate and
Even before he was
graduate levels by being
recognized by the PRC
a Senior Lecturer at the
as an Outstanding
UP School of Library
Professional,
and Information Studies
his
outstanding
(SLIS), a Reviewer for
contribution
to
the Librarians Licensure
the profession has
Examination (LLE) and
been recognized by
a Professorial Lecturer in
various
professional
two other library schools.
associations
and
Though he has retired in
earning him a number
2011, he continues to serve
of prestigious awards
as Professorial Lecturer
including
the
UP
at UP SLIS. He is also Congratulations to Mr. Rodolfo S. Tarlit for being the PRC
Library Science Alumni
Outstanding Librarian for 2016!
a Reviewer for the LLE,
Association
(UPLSAA)
sharing his expertise in
Outstanding Alumnus, the
Cataloging and Classification of library materials.
Philippine Association of Academic and Research
He continues to grow and develop as a professional
Librarians (PAARL) Professional Service Award
by participating in conferences, workshops and
and the PAARL Academic Librarian of the Year. His
training. Oftentimes, he would be tapped as
work and contributions were recognized by UP and
resources speaker or workshop facilitator. He has
conferred to him the Gawad Tsanselor, Outstanding
always made himself available to be of service to
Professional Staff. He is also a recipient of the
many professional organizations and committee
Severino Velasco Award for being the Chair of the
member to various projects.
1996 and 1997 PLAI Conferences and the Gabriel
A. Bernardo Leadership Award.
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1st Philippine Librarians’ Summit
Held in Manila

he Philippine Librarians Association, Inc.-National Capital Region (PLAI-NCRLC), in partnership with
the University of Santo Tomas (UST) Department of Library and Information Science, has conducted the
1st Philippine Librarians’ Summit at the Benavides Auditorium, Junior High School Building, UST on March
17-18, 2016.
Former PLAI President Elizabeth Peralejo clearly stated the rationale for this Summit, saying that “….after
more than a decade since the approval of RA 9246, there is a need to know how it has been implemented and what
issues and concerns have cropped up that affect the librarians in particular and the library profession in general.
These issues and concerns are beyond the challenges that the 21st century bring to our libraries and librarians
(i.e., the computer, Internet, e-resources, digitization, not to mention disaster risk reduction and management).
Indeed, there is a need to highlight and clarify the issues, know or hear the real picture from both the stakeholders
and concerned government agencies and entities, so that possible solutions and recommendations can be made
and presented to proper authorities who will formulate the necessary policies. The stakeholders and industry
leaders have to sit down and discuss among themselves what needs to be done in order to address said issues and
concerns. A final output from all of these efforts would be an Action Agenda for the library profession, which
will be presented by the PLAI to the Professional Regulation Commission and to other concerned agencies of the
government, including the Congress of the Republic of the Philippines with regard to amendments to our law.”
Close to two hundred (200) participants trouped to UST, listened to the invited resource speakers and
participated in the focus group discussions (FGD). In the presentations and FGD’s, the following issues and
concerns were covered: amendments to Republic Act 9246, Code of Ethics and renewal of PRC license, status
of libraries and librarians in the LGUs, status of libraries and librarians in the public schools, ETEEAP for
library para-professionals without license, accountability of librarians and performance ranking/evaluation of
librarians. The expected outputs of the Summit include an awareness of the real issues and concerns affecting
the library profession; increased dialogue, understanding, and consensus among the officers and members of
various library associations; recommendations for policy formulations and/or amendments to RA 9246 and
drafting an action agenda for the library profession.

Group photo of participants and organizers of the
1st Philippine Librarians’ Summit

PLAI as the umbrella organization of all library associations in the country and the only accredited professional
organization of librarians is committed to look into the profession’s direction in the next five years. In the
summit, significant issues and concerns of the member professionals were articulated, discussed and presented
in a list of Action Agenda for the coming years. This Action Agenda will be summarized, submitted and
shared with concerned sectors and institutions.

www.plai.org.ph
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PLAI 10-Point Action Agenda for the Library Profession
As a result of the 1st Philippine Librarians’ Summit conducted by the PLAI-NCR wherein library professionals,
industry leaders, and other stakeholders gathered through a series of focus group discussions to discuss various
issues and concerns, the following action agenda for the accredited professional organization came about:
1. To propose and lobby for the approval of amendments to RA 9246, particularly on the following provisions:
qualifications of applicants to the licensure exams; rating in the Board exams; renewal of license to practice
(i.e., membership in good standing with the APO, earning of CPD units, etc.);
2. To coordinate with local governments, through the DILG and the NLP and, to build and/or re-operationalize
public libraries (including Barangay Reading Centers) pursuant to RA 7743, as well as to appoint licensed
librarians to man them pursuant to RA 9246 ;
3. To collaborate with government agencies (i.e., CHED, PRC) as well as Associations (i.e, PATLS, COHDLIS) in
the promotion and improvement of programs and services for library education;
4. To partner with the national sectoral library associations (i.e. ALPS, ASLP) in the accreditation of public and
special libraries in the country to ensure quality resources and services;
5. To sit with national sectoral library associations and come up with a “Professional Development Agenda”
which will become the basis for the planning of CPD activities that will enhance the skills and competencies
of their members;
6. To develop and implement various strategies for professional librarians to conduct research focusing on their
work and related concerns in the library;
7. To advocate for the standardization of rank and promotion criteria as well as in the upgrading of position and
benefits for librarians;
8. To increase librarians’ awareness on their accountability as per guidelines and policies set forth by their respective institution/agency;
9. To work on strategies that will increase the number of professional licensed librarians; and
10.
To contribute to the promotion and implementation of the UN 2030 Agenda (Transforming our World:
the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development) by and among libraries and librarians nationwide.

Maiden Issue of PLAI Journal is Out
One of the indicators of a dynamic professional organization is journal publication. PLAI, with vigor and pride has
rendered another milestone in the field of Philippine librarianship through the release of the first issue of PLAI Journal,
the ceremonial unveiling of which was done by former PLAI
President Elizabeth Peralejo and present PLAI President Elvira Lapuz, during the 1st Philippine Librarians’ Summit held at
the University of Santo Tomas, Manila on March 17-18, 2016.
PLAI Journal maiden issue contains a selection of researches
presented during PLAI Congress 2014 held in Century Park
Hotel, Manila. Libraries of all types are encouraged to subscribe to the limited edition of this journal at an affordable
cost of 300.00 only.

www.plai.org.ph
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Manila Hosts First Global IFLA BSLA Meeting
Elvira B. Lapuz

T

he International Federation of Library Associations
and Institution’s (IFLA) Building Strong Library
Association (BSLA) Programme has chosen Manila
as the venue for its first ever global meeting. This highly
successful programme has touched base in Africa, Asia and
Oceania, and Latin America and the Carribean since 2014.
It has reached more than 60 countries since its inception in
2010.
From 30 May to 2 June of this year, IFLA and the Philippine
Librarians Association, Inc. hosted the first ever global
meeting with the following objectives guiding its conduct:
• Review and celebrate the outcomes and impact of the
programme and projects from 2014 onwards
• Support networking between associations and activities
to support continued collaboration after participating in
BSLA
• Raise awareness about trends and factors that will
influence the role of associations and potential for
advocacy in the future
• Review the programme over its lifespan since 2010 to
develop future strategy and linkages with other IFLA
programmes

IFLA President Donna Scheeder and Secretary
General Gerald Leitner

This meeting included workshops, practical activities
and evaluation of the programme’s impact with materials
coming from the key results of the programme. Participants
were able to identify further needs and share the outcomes
of their various projects and activities and their plans for
the future including sustainability and advocacy. PLAI
Board members: Elvira B. Lapuz, President, Elizabeth R.
Peralejo, Ex-Oficio, Stephen B. Alayon, Executive ViceGroup photo of participants and trainors
President, Michael A. Pinto, Chair of HOD and Dolores
Carungi from the National Library of the Philippines
(NLP) and Vice-President, PLAI-NCRLC actively took part in the meeting.
One of the highlights of the event was the welcome and farewell for two key persons in the IFLA
organization. On June 1 2016, Jennefer Nicholson, IFLA Secretary General of 8 years officially
ended her term and in turn Gerald Leitner, newly appointed Secretary General, began his.
At the welcome dinner, participants were treated to a truly Filipino brand of hospitality and
entertainment as a sumptuous feast of authentic Pinoy food and delicacies were served and an
awesome performance of traditional songs and dances capped the evening. This was possible with
the assistance from the NLP and the National Committee for Culture and the Arts (NCCA).

www.plai.org.ph
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President Lapuz Qualifies for IFLA
International Leaders Programme

A

IFLA International Leaders Programme 2
(IFLA ILP2) Associates

dministered by the Action for
Development through Libraries
Programme (ALP) under the general
direction of the IFLA Governing
Board, the IFLA International Leaders
Programme is a two-year Programme
designed to identify and train
individuals who have the potential
to effectively represent IFLA and the
library sector in the international
arena. Program associates are
expected to fully participate in the
designated project groups and work
on any assignments as required. The
Programme draws together existing
and new opportunities within the
IFLA framework, in collaboration
with its professional units and external
organisations. A participant selected
for the Programme is known as ‘IFLA
International Leaders Programme
Associate’.

The Leaders Programme presented a number of opportunities to do networking and opened the door to a dynamic and
interactive environment. It was a direct access to international leaders, seminars and workshop sessions on various issues
with global impact. The Associates attended and participated in 2016 IFLA World Library and Information Congress
held in Columbus, Ohio in August. During the Congress, there were business meetings and professional program
sessions to attend as well as an orientation on how the IFLA Governing Board works. In the seminars and workshops
designed for the Associates, emphasis was given on how one can be involved in various professional units and working/
advisory groups and how to contribute to projects directly relevant to IFLA’s International Agenda, Strategic Plan and
Key Initiatives.
The Leaders Programme focuses on the following project areas: (1) Advocating for frameworks that support equitable
access to information covering topics such as national and international copyright reform, internet governance and
e-Lending; and (2) Empowering libraries as agents for development and critical community assets, contributing to
national development plans and the UN 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.
Through their participation in the programme, the Associates are expected to contribute to important issues impacting
on the future of the library sector, gain experience in working at the international level and in working with organizations
such as the World Intellectual Property Organisation (WIPO), UNESCO, the European Commission, and the Internet
Governance Forum. There will be opportunities for capacity building in the development of policy and position
statements and for developing negotiation and intervention skills, capacity to advocate and set political agenda and
creating international networks.
Miss Elvira Lapuz, PLAI President, joined Associates Robin Kear (United States of America), Mahmoud Khalifa (Egypt),
Mandiaye Ndiaye (Senegal), Kristīne Pabērza (Latvia), Jonathan Hernández Pérez (Mexico)David Ramírez-Ordóñez
(Colombia), Vesna Vuksan (Serbia), and Zhao Yan (China) in the said programme.

www.plai.org.ph
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Filipino Librarians Attend IFLA WLIC 2016

A

s a sign of the growing participation of Filipino librarians in global librarianship, eight (8) librarians from the different parts of the country presented themselves in the International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions
(IFLA) World Library and Information Congress (WLIC) held in Columbus, Ohio on August 13-19 of this year. They are
the following:
• Dolores Carungui, Reference Division Head at the National Library of the Philippines (NLP), who was there to present her paper entitled Mainstreaming Inclusive Services in Philippine Public Libraries;
• Maricel Diaz, Section Head, Library for the Blind at the NLP, who took the opportunity to be in the congress after
her attendance to the IFLA Satellite Conference in Louisville, Kentucky sponsored by the IFLA Section on Libraries
Serving Persons with Print Disabilities on August 10-11, 2016, for which she got a full sponsorship from the Ulverscroft
Foundation;
• Venus Ibarra-Guyos, Director of Libraries at the University of Saint Louis Tuguegarao, was one of the recipients of the
IFLA 2016 National US Committee Fellowship Grant;
• Michael Mojica, Chief Librarian of Saint Benilde, was one among the approximately 3200 participants from 137 countries all over the world;
• Elvira Lapuz, Deputy University Librarian of the University Library, University of the Philippines Diliman, Senior
Lecturer at the UP School of Library and Information Studies (SLIS) and President of the Philippine Librarians Association, Inc. (PLAI) was there as an Associate in the IFLA International Leaders Programme;
• Randolph Mariano, Information Resource Center Assistant at the American Spaces Philippines, was there to deliver
his paper From BOOKs to MOOCs: The Integration of Open Educational Resources to Library Services in American
Spaces in East Asia and Pacific Region. His paper received IFLA LIS Student Paper Award (2nd Best);
• Elizabeth Peralejo, Educational Media Center Coordinator at Ateneo de Manila University and former PLAI President, was there as a Member of the IFLA Education and Training Section, which focuses on education and training for
library and information science professionals based on research and professional practice; and
• Christina Villanueva, head of UP Baguio Library as well as Section Head of the Archives and Cordillera Library, was
there to share her paper entitled Classification and Indexing of Philippine Indigenous Materials with Emphasis on the
Cordillera.

Filipino librarians in attendance (from left to right): Maricel Diaz, Venus Guyos, Elvira
Lapuz, Randolf Mariano, Dolores Carungui, Christina Villanueva and Elizabeth Peralejo

www.plai.org.ph
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he had been blessed to enjoy and experience.
For more than three decades, Atty. Santos has shown his love and
dedication for books, libraries and information through being a
librarian. He believed that librarians were not only the gatekeepers of
information –both in the literal and figural sense—but also believed
that librarians had the power to change the information landscape
through proper inspiration and motivation.
What started out as mere staying in the library to look for books for his
assignments to become a library assistant upon graduation, turned into a
vision for him when he became the Director of the National Library of the
Philippines.
He was not new to the bureaucracies that came with the title and the
position and instead of letting it affect him so, he used it to his potential,
swiveling his way through the hearts of many to make libraries a better
place.
Through his hard work and dedication, he has paved the ways to improve
the public library system by establishing, organizing and managing the
connections that the libraries have with the NLP. He has promoted the need
for assistance in the training and education of public librarians all over
the Philippines. He worked very hard in finding assistance for his fellow
librarians to be better, in order to make their libraries a better place.

The Man and Librarian
that Atty. Santos Was

H

e was a big man, with an even bigger heart. I guess that is how
most people would perceive him. He stood at 6”2’ and his presence
always garnered the attention of everyone in the room. People
would stop and stare whenever he would pass by, not because they were too
scared of him, but because they wanted to grab his attention. They wanted a
piece of his advice and he never forgot faces. He would always remember a
story attached to a face, and sometimes that was the most important thing:
that he remembered a name or the story behind a name’s face.
He was like a tall monolith wherever he went; his voice booming at the top
of everyone else’s but people didn’t mind. They were not intimidated by
him. Rather, they valued silence so that they could partake in his wisdom.
Unknown to people who didn’t have a chance to talk with him, he was a
joker. He would do almost anything to lighten up the mood in the room. It
didn’t matter if one was right beside him or across three tables from him.
They would be sure to turn their ear in that direction looking for the source
of all that cheer. He was like a child, playing pranks upon people close to
him when they weren’t looking and even conniving with other people just
to make his joke believable.
He was a towering beacon of hope. He would always have a smile on his
face, always ready to listen to all woes and worries. He never really had time
on his hands, but he would always make an exception just to listen, or even
to scold. Thus, many people looked up to him as a loving father.
He was more than a Boss, an attorney or a librarian, but he never acted
more than a humble man who did things as God ordered. He was a Godfearing man and never failed to thank Him every day for all the things that

www.plai.org.ph

He has garnered various awards such as the International Leadership
Award given by the International Federation of Library Association (IFLA)
in 2012-2014; the Hall of Fame Award given by the Philippine Librarians
Association, Inc. (PLAI) in 2007; the Outstanding Academic Librarian
Award given by the Philippine Association of Academic and Research
Libraries, Inc. (PAARL) in 2003; and the First Outstanding Librarian
of Southeast Asia Award given by the Congress of Southeast Librarians
(CONSAL) in 2002. On August 19, 2016, the IFLA Medal has been awarded
to Atty. Santos for his distinguished service to international librarianship
and contribution to leadership in the Asia region.
He was a brilliant writer and reader. He would always find time to read
the local paper with his morning coffee or even during his lunch break.
One of his greatest dreams was to write an updated version of the reference
material that was used in most Legal Bibliography classes. And he was able
to do so during the Centennial Year of the UP College of Law. His book was
entitled “A Guide to Philippine Legal Materials”.
He never stopped pushing himself or his team to go further. He brought
about changes like a storm, serving things up whenever he saw the
opportunity for it. He had a vision for libraries to take lead in becoming
part of national development. He was tireless and passionate in pursuing
the advocacies of libraries and in enhancing the image of the librarianship
profession. He had made an impact in the lives of a great number of library
and information professionals, not only in the Philippines but around the
world as well.
Atty. Santos was not only a librarian. He was a library leader, a legendary
one!
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PLAI National Congress 2015:
Experiences and Insights
Allana S. Delgado

I

t was my first time attending a national
conference of librarians and it was the PLAI
National Congress in Laoag, Ilocos Norte
on November 24-27, 2015. My teacher and I
submitted a poster on personality traits of librarians
in Iloilo City and why they chose librarianship as
a career. Luckily, the poster was selected. I got a
50% discount on the registration fee, so I thought,
why not go? I just passed the board this year. The
national conference might be a good opportunity
to meet other librarians. Also, I have other reasons:
I’m a one-woman librarian missing out on things,
wanting to reunite with my classmates and teachers
who will also be at the congress, and longing to be
in another place for a few days to break the daily
routine of work.
It was my first time to go to Ilocos and I am glad
to have attended the congress. Interesting papers
were presented. The one I found most memorable
was Ms. Lorna Eguia’s presentation. Ms. Eguia is the
first Filipino to be featured in Library Journal for her
work during the Bohol Earthquake and Typhoon
Yolanda. Everyone was silent after she spoke. People
cried because of her simple presentation. She did
not use fancy words, highfaluting statistics or wellresearched, high-sounding conclusions. She spoke
from the heart and from experience, and even if she
was also a victim of the infamous natural disasters,
she started storytelling through ‘Books in Bags’
and somehow shone a light of hope for the victims
during one of the bleakest moments in the Philippine
history. What an inspiration! The trip was worth it
even for her talk alone.
I also liked Mr. Von Totanes’ (of The Filipino Librarian
blog where I first learned about librarianship)
presentation about leadership. He asked, “So, you
have passed the board exam and took management
classes, but that does make you equipped to run a
library?” Of course not! Management has to be
done and not read about, and this is one aspect

www.plai.org.ph
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of librarianship where beginners like me need
improvement on. He also said that a library doesn’t
have to be perfect before it can be used. There’s so
much work left in my library, so many things I have
to learn. His talk gave me the motivation and ideas
to try to change things for the better back in my he
library.
Mr. Quintin Pastrana of the Library Renewal
Partnership, was another figure I drew inspiration
from. He is not a librarian but he has done a lot
to build public libraries all over the country. His
motivation to establish libraries is inspirational for
all librarians.
On the last day, before my flight back to Manila,
I went with other librarians to tour around Laoag
in a jeepney. I didn’t have time to go around other
notable places such as Vigan but we did go to the
Malacanang of the North, Paoay Sand Dunes, Paoay
Church, and Marcos Museum.
The next congress will be in Davao and I’m already
thinking of ideas for papers and posters to submit. I
encourage all librarians to submit papers and posters
for future national congresses, because the insights
from other librarians are very helpful.
Overall, the experience was great. I learned a lot,
met new friends and librarians, gained new insights
and ideas, and most importantly, I saw HOPE. I was
actually thinking of quitting librarianship before
this, but meeting other inspiring librarians made me
decide that this was what I was meant to do. I passed
the exam and got a license for a reason. I am looking
forward to future PLAI National Congresses!
Allana S. Delgado notched first in the 2015 Librarians
Licensure Examination (LLE).
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National Book Week 2016

he month of November is Library and Information Services Month in the Philippines. November 24-30 is the
designated National Book Week (NBW).

The year 2016 is the 82nd year of celebrating NBW in the country. In
celebration, the Philippine Librarians Association Inc., in partnership
with the National Library of the Philippines and the National
Commission for Culture and the Arts, held various contests such as
Storytelling (Student and Professional Categories), Essay Writing, Quiz
Bee, Tarpaulin Making, Photography, and Poster Making.
Meanwhile, regional councils have likewise celebrated NBW through
various events held in their respective regions.

82ND NATIONAL BOOK WEEK WINNERS
Storytelling (Student Category)
1st Place: Iszac Raphael A. Regulano (Don Bosco Technical College)
2nd Place: Kishan Kierth M. Barte (Santiago De Guzman Elementary
School)
3rd Place: Jhanelle T. Sardoncillo (Tañong Integrated School)
Storytelling (Librarian Category)
1st: Charmaine Masuli (University of Saint Louis Tuguegarao)
2nd: Charish Jane Herida (Don Bosco School Manila)
3rd: Noimie Aquino (Pasay City North High School)
Essay Writing
1st Place: Dari Jane B. Esperas (Sacred Heart School, Tacloban City)
2nd Place: Justine Escote (Manuel S. Enverga University Foundation,
Lucena City)
3rd Place: Vicenzo Ben Antonio Cortez (Philippine Science High School,
C. Luzon Campus, Clark, Pampanga)
Quiz Bee
1st Place: Danielle Constantino, John Gerald Boac,
Franz Miguel Reyes (PUP Laboratory High School, Sta. Mesa, Manila)
2nd Place: Lady Angela Parco, Stephanie Hepiga, Branden Kyle Gamilla
(Culiat High School)
3rd Place: Mark Zian Louize Buban, Benedict
Villamayor, Alexandra Villanueva (Las Piñas National High School)
Tarpaulin Making
1st Place: Balilihan Congressional District Library
2nd Place: Marikina City Public Library
3rd Place: San Carlos City Public Library

This year’s winning poster was made by Gilrem
Paduganao from the University of Antique Sibalom.
The poster is a vivid interpretation of this year’s
NBW theme: Today’s Readers: Inclusivity in
Diversity. Tradition sanctions this poster to be the
official cover of the NBW Souvenir Program

Photograhy
1st Place: Vismark Manuel (Sinipit Bubon Elementary School)
2nd Place: Kim Angelica Abong (Maryhill College)
3rd Place: John Dave Apostol (San Jose City National High School)
Poster Making
1st Place: Gilrem Pagudanao (University of Antique Sibalom)
2nd Place: Anne Brigitte Sinag (Manuel S. Enverga University Foundation)
3rd Place: Nadazda Yaneza (National Teachers College)
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Regional News
Capacity Building for Library Assistants in Capiz
Elisa V. Garcia

T

he Western Visayas Region Librarians Council (WVRLC) has sought
the support of the Department of Education Roxas City Division

Superintendent Roel F. Bermejo in giving a free training to library assistants
in the province of Capiz. A great number of 70 teacher-librarians and library
paraprofessionals attended the said free training on February 19-20, 2016.
The training focused on basic library organization skills. Emma De La Cruz, a
retired Librarian from Washington, D.C. and Consultant of Central Philippine
University Libraries, capped the event with her sharing on current library
practices in the United States.

The group of volunteers from John B. Lacson College doing
primary cataloguing

STRLC Makes a Forum on CPD and INFOLIB Happen
Lilian C. Rabino

O

n March 4, 2016, the Southern Tagalog Region Librarians Council (STRLC)
has conducted a forum aimed at providing awareness on the importance
of Continuing Professional Development (CPD) among librarians and updates
on INFOLIB system being used by the libraries of Quezon. The said forum was
held at the Library Seminar Hall, Manuel S. Enverga University Foundation,
Site, Lucena City.

The participants during the forum

The activity was attended by 90 participants, both PLAI and non-PLAI members.
Professor Lourdes David discussed the importance of Continuing Professional
Development (CPD) units in renewing license for librarians while Mr. Gerry
Laroza gave a lecture on the INFOLIB software.

WVRLC and WVSU Jointly Sponsor a Seminar-Workshop
Lilian C. Rabino

T

he Western Visayas State University (WVSU) has been an active co-sponsor of the Western Visayas Region Librarians Council
(WVRLC) in holding a Seminar-Workshop on Application of Information Technologies in Academic and School Libraries on
March 5, 2016 at the WVSU, La Paz, Iloilo City.
A total of 96 librarians, library paraprofessionals, LIS students and information specialists from the provinces of Panay and Negros
Occidental were present in the activity. The seminar-workshop’s key resource person was Mr. Danilo M. Baylen, Ed.D., MLIS, Full
Professor of Instructional Technology and School Library Media at the University of West Georgia, USA.
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First Quarterly Assembly Held by DRLC
Leticia Cansancio

T

he 1st Quarterly Assembly spearheaded by the Davao Region Librarians Council (DRLC) on March
12, 2016, has gathered the librarians in the region to be able to share best practices in their libraries
for others to emulate.
The assembly was highlighted by the professional inputs of Mary G. Lariosa, a DRLC officer. Lariosa shared
with the participants about latest marketing media, particularly the QR codes, as well as best practices that
she was able to observe and experience during her tour in Australia.

ZamPen’s 3rd Regional Seminar-Workshop

Carmelita T. Agustin

T

he Zamboanga Peninsula Region Librarians Council (ZamPen) in partnership with Zamboanga
Basilan Sulu Tawi-Tawi Association of Private Schools (ZAMBASULTAPS) has conducted the 3rd
Regional Seminar-Workshop on Systems Thinking and Customer Care in the Work Place on April 7-8,
2016 at the Grand Astoria Hotel, Celebrity Hall, Mayor Jaldon St., Zamboanga City.
The training was facilitated by Prof. Salvacion M. Arlante of Centro Escolar University and Prof. Fides M. Abad of The Rizal Academy for Innovation and Leadership (TRAIL). This activity has enabled
ZamPen’s librarians to acquire customer service skills and competencies for quality service and clearer
perspectives on how systems thinking can be applied in the workplace.

The Participants with Prof. Fides M. Abad

The Participants with Prof. Salvacion M. Arlante

BRLC Embarks on
a Benchmarking Journey
Rolando P. Oloteo

T

he James O’Brien S.J. Library of Ateneo De Naga University
and the Bicol Region Librarians Council (BRLC) have
collaborated in torganizing a benchmarking tour for BRLC
members on April 13-15, 2016 with an objective of gaining new
insights on the advance facilities and services of libraries in Manila,
such as Ateneo De Manila University, De La Salle University,
University of the Philippines, University of Santo Tomas, Miriam
College, Lyceum of the Philippines University, Mapua Institute of
Technology, Far Eastern University and the National Library of the
Philippines.

The tour was a rare opportunity for the participants to observe and witness the best practices of each library
visited with free lecture and orientation as a bonus.
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Seminar-Workshop Spearheaded by NOCLA
Elisa V. Garcia

T

he Negros Occidental Librarians Association,
Inc. (NOCLA) has partnered with the
University of St. La Salle (USLS) and the PLAIWestern Visayas Region Librarians Council
(WVRLC) in the conduct of a Two-Day SeminarWorkshop on Research Capability for Library
and Information Professionals on April 20-21,
2016 at USLS Cody Halls A and B.
The activity was participated in by librarians,
information
professionals
and
research
enthusiasts from different public and private institutions in Western Visayas and Negros Island regions. The
activity aimed at introducing trends, techniques, methods and tools in research and in providing librarians
and information professionals the technical guidelines for conducting research.

Establishing the BCAL
Rolando P. Oloteo

T

he Bicol Region Librarians Council (BRLC),
with its grand and pure intention to organize
a consortium for the Bicol region, has facilitated a
meeting among library heads in the area on April 29,
2016.

Twelve (12) academic libraries were represented in the
said meeting, namely: Ateneo De Naga University, Bicol
College of Science and Technology, Bicol University,
Catanduanes State University, Camarines Sur Norte
State College, Camarines Sur Polytechnic College, Central Bicol State University of Agriculture, Divine Word
College of Legaspi, Mariners Polytechnic Colleges-Legaspi, Naga College Foundation, Partido State University
and Universidad de Sta. Isabel.
The meeting has resulted into the birth of the Bicol Consortium of Academic Libraries (BCAL) which identified
the areas of resource sharing as follows: access to collection, staff development through training of librarians
and staff, exchange of school publications, creation and maintenance of a union catalog of Bikol collection, and
a database of theses and dissertations. The consortium shall also venture into cooperative acquisition.

DRLC Facilitates Forging of MOA for the Resource Sharing Project in Davao

T

Leticia A. Cansancio

he Davao Region Librarians Council (DRLC) has called for an assembly of librarians on April 29,
2016 at Miguel Pro Learning Commons, Ateneo de Davao University, Roxas Avenue, Davao City.
This activity aimed for the members to acquire concrete understanding of the importance and benefits of
resource sharing.
Attended by 50 heads of schools and 60 member-librarians, the highlight of the assembly was the signing
of Memorandum of Agreement for the PLAI-DRLC Resource Sharing Project.
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WVRLC Reaches Out
Elisa V. Garcia

T

he Western Visayas Librarians Regional Council (WVLRC)
officers and Capiz State University volunteers have joined forces in

doing an outreach activity for the Congressman Ramon Avanceña High
School (CRAAHS) and Pres. Manual A. Roxas Memorial Schools-South
(PMRMS) through generous library resource donations from C&E
Publishing, VP D’Tops, University of San Agustin, Central Philippine

Informal turn-over of library
books to Mrs. Virginia Alaban,
Principal of PMRMS

University, and John B. Lacson Colleges Foundation. The activity was
carried out on April 29, 2016.

ARMM RLC’s Multaqa

M

Hasmin M. Abdulhalim

ultaqa is the effort of the Autonomous Region of
Muslim Mindanao (ARMM) Librarians Council
to gather librarians around the table to read and discuss
the meaning of the Holy Qur’an. ARMM organized this
activity exclusively for females. In Islam, a female should
never mingle with male who is not her father, brother, or
uncle. ARMM librarians have Multaqa every Friday in the
month of Ramadhan.

EVRLC Hosts General Assembly and Forum

O

Erlinda G. Ayles

n May 20, 2016, the Eastern Visayas Region Librarians
Council (EVRLC) has held a General Assembly and
Forum at the St. Paul School of Professionals Conference
Room, Palo, Leyte. The activity was implemented to
strengthen camaraderie among librarians in the Eastern
Visayas Region as well as hone their skills in delivering
services to clients. Significant discussions were made along
the theme “Measuring the Quality of Library Services”.

www.plai.org.ph

page | 14

The Official Newsletter of PLAI

CaVRLC Holds 2016 Librarians’ Forum

T

he Cagayan Valley Region Librarians Council (CaVRLC) in
cooperation with Quirino State University has successfully
held the 2016 Librarians’ Forum at the Learning Resource Center
of the Quirino State University on May 18, 2016.

The Code of Ethics and pressing issues for librarians in the country
were core topics talked about in the said forum. It was attended
by 53 librarians from the provinces of Isabela, Cagayan, Nueva
Vizcaya and Quirino.

STRLC Initiates a Research Congress

T

he Southern Tagalog Region Librarians Council (STRLC) has initiated the conduct
of a Research Congress on August 9-10, 2016 at the Queen Margarette Hotel in
Lucena City, with the theme “Re-Examining the Future of Philippine Libraries and
Information Centers: What Does Research Say?”.
The congress came about as the association saw the need for librarians to cope with the fast
changing information landscape and advancement in information and communication
technology.

Midyear Congress Organized by CeVRLC

T

he Central Visayas Region Librarians Council (CeVRLC) of the Philippine Librarians Association Inc.
(PLAI), in partnership with the National Commission for Culture and the Arts, National Committee on
Libraries and Information Services (NCCA/NCLIS) has recently held its Mid-year Congress with the theme
“Reinventing Libraries and Librarians in the Millennium” at Diamond Suites Hotel, Apitong corner Escario Sts.,
Cebu City on August 18-19, 2016.
Competent speakers who are experts in their respective fields from Luzon, Visayas and Mindanao were invited to
speak. Atty. Corazon Evangelista Valencia, Vice-President for Academic Affairs, CIT University gave the keynote
speech. The Mid-Year Congress covered the five most important topics affecting librarians and libraries: (1)Changing
Users’ Needs and Behavior in the 21st Century by Ms. Christine Abrigo, Asst. Director for Operations, De La Salle
University; (2) Collaborative Learning Space in the 21st Century Libraries by Architect Kim Gultia, Faculty, School of
Architecture, Fine Arts and Design, University of San Carlos; (3) Enabling Competencies for Information Providers:
Learn the Balance Scorecard by Engr. Bernard Nicolas E. Villamor; (4) Marketing Libraries in the New Millennium
by Dr. Rina Diaron, Director of Libraries, St. Louis University, Baguio City; and (5) Collection Resources for the
Millennial Generation (Lecture and Workshop) by Prof. Annabelle Acedera, Director of Libraries, Lourdes College,
Cagayan de Oro City.
This activity was attended by 74 librarians coming from different institutions in Cebu, Bohol, Negros and Leyte.
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IRLC Convenes Librarians in a Forum
Jean Medrano

O

n August 26, 2016,
the
Ilocos
Region
Librarians Council (IRLC)
conducted a forum with
the theme “Be Prepared…
Preserve and Inform” held at
Virgen Milagrosa University
Foundation (VMUF), San
Carlos City, Pangasinan.
Dr.
Marilou
Andres,
Librarian of Pangasinan
State University, Geraldine
Gravela,
Urdaneta
City
Librarian, Caroline L. Castillo,
Librarian of VMUF and
Michael Batuang, Librarian
of Saint Louis College San
Fernando talked on disaster
preparedness, preservation of
library materials, archiving, and
information literacy, respectively.

The forum participants listening to Dr. Andres
as she talks about disaster preparedness

CRLC and CLLAI Jointly Hold 10th Regional Convention

O

Jane Singuran

n August 25-26, 2016, the CARAGA Region Librarians Council (CRLC) and CARAGA Librarians and Libraries
Association, Inc. (CLLAI) has jointly hosted the 10th Regional Convention General Assembly and SeminarWorkshop for the CARAGA librarians and library staff at the Father Saturnino Urios University, Butuan City.
With the topics discussed and a
workshop conducted along the
theme “Learning New Initiatives
through Adaptability to Change
in Libraries and Information
Centers”, the event constituted
a good opportunity to foster
networking among professionals
and sharing knowledge and
points-of-view between the
speakers and participants.
In between the topics, there was a business meeting and an election. The business meeting was to inform members
of the PLAI and CLLAI of the organizations’ budget, achievements and activities while the election was to come
up with a new set of officers for PLAI and CLLAI combined to save the organizations’ money and workforce. The
second night was capped with a Fellowship Night at Alberto’s Bed and Dine and the New Officers’ Induction and
Oath Taking.
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AKLATAN
Conference Held in
Malolos City

I

AKLATAN 2015 participants with the first
officers of PLAI-CeLRLC
(from left to right as seated):
Asuncion Songco, Raquel Queyquep, Amor
Martin, Africa Castillo, Elaine Joshi, Zoraida
Bartolome, Virginia Ramos.

n celebration of the 12th year anniversary of PLAI Central

collection, reading, archival

Luzon Region Librarians Council (CeLRLC), AKLATAN

practice and records management,

Regional Conference was held on August 31 to September 2,

research literacy, international

2016 at Malolos Club Royale, City of Malolos, Bulacan.

librarianship, accreditation standards and
networking and partnership building.

“Basically, the conference aimed to: (1) develop love for
books and instil the importance of reading through the

“This is the second time that we held AKLATAN Conference.

sharing of best practices among selected reading clubs; (2)

This conference started in 2015 at Imerex

discuss what information literacy is and the process on how

Plaza Hotel in Angeles City and one of the highlights of the

to conduct information literacy (IL) program; (3) discuss

event last year was the recognition of the first PLAI-CeLRLC

total quality management in academic libraries and how to

officers,” Calilung added.

remain relevant in the changing library landscape; (4) talk
about transparency and accountability in public service;

In its third year, AKLATAN 2017 will be happening on

(5) teach the art of collaboration and building library

August 30 to September 1, 2017 in Clark Field, Pampanga

networks and linkages; (6) discuss benchmarking as a tool

with leadership as theme. “It is expected that participants

for improvement and global competitiveness; and (7) discuss

will be able to gain deeper understanding of the profession

the art of accreditation in improving library services,” PLAI-

of librarianship and how to creatively improve their library

CeLRLC President Roilingel Calilung said.

services, thus increasing the social value of their libraries as
service-oriented organizations,” Calilung concluded.

The topics discussed during the conference include library
trends and forecasts, information literacy, building library
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CaVRLC Conducts 2016 Librarians’ Conference

F

orty-nine library professionals have
presented themselves during the 2016
Librarians’ Conference spearheaded by
the PLAI-CaVRLC with the support of the
National Commission for Culture and the Arts
(NCCA) National Committee on Libraries
and Information Services (NCLIS) on
September 28-30, 2016 at the Hostel Training
Room, Isabela State University, Cauayan City,
Isabela.
Partners from the publishing industry
also came for book exhibition offering a
wide selection of print materials for libraries in the region. The conference revolved around the theme
“Challenges for Libraries, Changing Roles for Librarians”.

Seminar Workshop Hosted by
PLAI SOCCSKSARGEN RLC

PLAI

Anita Sornito

SOCCSKSARGEN Region Librarians

and competencies, as well as the delivery of quality library

Council

with

services to the clientele, the seminar had the following

SOCSKSARGEN Librarians Association, Inc. (SOCOLA)

topics covered by distinguished resource speakers: NCCA-

and Cotabato Libraries Information Network (COLINet)

NCLIS Engagements for Library and Information Center

has conducted a 3-day seminar-workshop on “Enhancing

Development by Dr. Marilou P. Tadlip, Execom Chairman,

the Librarians’ Professional Capabilities for Quality Service

NCCA- NCLIS; Strategic Planning in Libraries by Prof.

Delivery” at Café Martina, University of Southern Mindanao

Rainera C. Boholst, University Librarian, CIT University;

Kabacan, Cotabato on September 28-30, 2016. The activity

Librarians as Best Search Engine: Understanding the Role

highlighted the Annual gathering of librarians in the region

of Librarians/ Information Specialist in Digital World by

and the Election of Officers. As part of the culture of the

Mr. Stephen B. Alayon, Data Bank Senior Information

profession, the group had a Fellowship Night on September

Specialist, Library and Data Banking Services Section,

28, 2016 to develop rapport and strengthen camaraderie

Facility Development in Library for Millennial Learners by

among librarians and BLIS students in the region.

Mr. Sid PadPad, Grant Proposal Writing Workshop by Ms.

in

coordination

April Pabon, NCCA; Accreditation and CHED RQUAT
As it has always been the avowed goal of the association

Evaluation in Libraries: Basic Tips in Documentation and

to help fellow librarians in the region by providing avenue

Packaging by Dr. Anita C. Sornito, Director of Libraries,

for the enhancement of personal and professional skills

USM/ RQUAT Evaluator.
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WCRLC Organizes a Librarians’
Conference and Assembly

PLAI

We s t e r n
Visayas
Region Librarians Council
(WVRLC) has led the
conduct of its Annual
Regional Conference and
Assembly at the West
Visayas State University
in Iloilo City on October
21, 2016 with the theme
“CPD,
Accreditation,
and Research: Roles,
Challenges
and
Opportunities
Faced
by
Western
Visayas
Librarians.”
During the said event,

research studies were
presented.
A
panel
discussion on librarians’
accreditation experiences
transpired as well as
lectures on developing
modern library facilities
for millennial learners.
The conference’s highlight
was Ms. Eimee Lagrama’s
presentation on RA 10912
as a new and important
law providing for the
professional growth and
continuing education of
librarians in the country.

A Forum on the Millennial
Readers by IRLC

I

n
celebration
of
the National Book
Week (NBW) in the
region, the Ilocos Region
Librarians Council (IRLC)
has invited Miss Marilou
Pasion, Associate Professor
of the BLIS/MLIS Program
at Saint Louis University
Baguio City, as a resource
person during a Forum
on the Millennial Readers
held at Saint Louis College,
San Fernando, La Union
on October 14, 2016.
Moreover, Mr. James
Prepose, Project Assistant

2 of the Department of
Science and Technology
(DOST) in the City of
San Fernando presented
DOST’s project called
STARBOOKS.
Also
known as Science and
Technology Academic and
Research-Based Openly
Operated Kiosk Station,
STARBOOKS is the first
science digital library in the
Philippines. Mr. Prepose
encouraged
all
basic
education institutions in
the region to avail of the
said project.

CeLRLC Holds Forum on CPD

A

forum on Continuing Professional Development (CPD) law for librarians in Central Luzon was held on October
14, 2016 at Meycauayan College, City of Meycauayan, Bulacan.“The forum is very timely as the CPD Act of 2016

has been passed into law just recently,” PLAI-CeLRLC President, Roilingel Calilung said.
Hon. Lourdes T. David, Chair of the CPD Council of the Professional Regulatory Board for Librarians, was the one
who discussed RA 10912 or the Continuing Professional Development Act of 2016, its IRR and other PRC resolutions
supporting the new law.

Participants and
CeLRLC officers
during the forum
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PLAI National Congress 2016

This year’s Congress aims to: (1) explore the concept of “Library as a Place” and the different strategies
needed to transform libraries as a “Third Place”; (2) examine how libraries can improve their facilities,
create new programs, develop collections, and upgrade their services; (3) recognize the role of libraries
as agents of development by implementing formal, informal, and lifelong learning programs; (4) identify
strategies on how libraries can work effectively with different stakeholders of society to develop, deliver,
and sustain its programs, services, and access to information; and (5) identify functions and areas of
collaboration for libraries, archives and museums (LAMs) as venues to promote personal, intellectual,
cultural, and social development.
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